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Belgium: will its enviable geographic position
continue to ensure success in pharma?

Belgium is one of the largest centres for pharmaceutical distribution and has the second highest number of pharma
exports per capita worldwide. As well as attracting foreign companies, the country has also produced its own
international heavyweights. But how will this small European country fare against its neighbouring European giants
and will it survive the threat of the emerging players as the global pharmaceutical industry faces turbulent times?
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Occupymg an enviable position both physically and
politically in the heart of Europe, Belgium has
benefitted extensively from its location in recent years,
and the development of the EU has also provided
considerable impetus for growth. The headquarters
of the EC and home of the European Parliament and
NATO, Belgium'’s capital, Brussels, is the centre of
European politics. With the recent enlargement of the
EU, the country is also at the centre of a market of

0.5 billion consumers. A well-developed infrastructure
combined with world-class education and technical
expertise, as well as a physical proximity to the
markets and capitals of Western Europe, lends local
firms many advantages and has made the country a
highly attractive base for international companies to
conduct business in Europe.

Measuring only 30500 km? with a population of
just 10446000, Belgium is one the smallest countries
in the EU, and yet enjoys a GDP of €288.09 billion
and a position among the world's ten largest trading
nations. With the population divided between the

Flemish speaking Flanders region in the north,

French speaking Walloon region in the south and

a German-speaking region in the west, Belgium
occupies a unigue cultural position at the crossroads
between Germanic and Latin Europe. With French,
Flemish and German as official languages and English
widely spoken, the linguistic and cultural diversity is a
key advantage for conducting internaticnal business
in the country.

The Belgian pharma sector: an
international heavyweight

As well as its worldwide reputation for Moules Frites,
chocolate and beer, Belgium is also an internationally
renowned centre of pharmaceutical expertise.

With the second highest number of pharmaceutical
exports per capita, processing and distributing 100-
150 tonnes of pharmaceutical products per month,
the country is one of the biggest centres in the world
for pharmaceutical distribution. It is also home to
the European headquarters and main distribution
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